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SUBJ: INTERNATIONAL LABOR CONFERENCE: RESOLUTION CONDEMNING 
U.S. FOR DISCRIMINATION AND RACISM IN CANAL ZONE 

1 . A PANAMANIAN WORKER DELEGATE, ANGEL GOMEZ, HAS 
SUBMITTED A RESOLUTION CONDEMNING THE U.S. (SEE PARA 
2 BELOW) TO THE INTERNATIONAL LABOR CONPERENCE (ILC). 

THE RESOLUTION WAS PORWARDED TO ILO ON GOMEZ' BEHALF 
BY THE PANAMANIAN AMBASSADOR IN GENEVA AND THE 
SECRETARIAT THEREFORE ASSUMES THAT GOMEZ' CREDENTIALS 
AS AN ILC DELEGATE WILL ARRIVE IN ORDER, SO THAT THERE 
IS VIRTUALLY NO CHANCE THAT THE RESOLUTION WILL BE HELD 
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UNRECEIVABLE BECAUSE OP LACK OP PROPER CREDENTIALS 
OP THE SPONSOR. THE RESOLUTION BEARS A STRIKING 
RESEMBLANCE TO THE 1974 ILC RESOLUTION ON ISRAEL: IT 
CONDEMNS THE U.S. AND CALLS UPON THE GOVERNING BODY 
AND THE DIRECTOR GENERAL TO TAKE ACTIONS TO END 
ALLEGED VIOLATIONS; IT DOES NOT PROPOSE THE USE OF ILO 
INVESTIGATORY PROCEDURES. THE PANAMANIAN RESOLUTION 
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MAY BE VERY HELPFUL TO US IN OUR EFFORTS TO PERSUADE 
ILO MEMBERS THAT THE ARTICLE 17 OF THE ILC STANDING 
ORDERS NEEDS TO BE AMENDED TO PROVIDE A PROCEDURE TO 
SCREEN OUT RESOLUTIONS THAT IGNORE DUE PROCESS OR 
WHICH ARE IRRELEVANT TO ILO CONFENTIONS. 

2. BEGIN TEXT: 

RESOLUTION CONCERNING THE POLICY OF DISCRIMINATION, 

RACISM AND VIOLATION OF FREEDOMS PRACTISED BY THE 
UNITED STATES AUTHORITIES IN THE TERRITORY UNDER NORTH 
AMERICAN JURISDICTION IN THE REPUBLIC OF PANAMA 
KNOWN AS THE CANAL ZONE 

SUBMITTED BY MR. ANGEL GOMEZ, WORKERS' DELEGATE, PANAMA 

THE GENERAL CONFERENCE OF THE INTERNATIONAL LABOUR 
ORGANISATION, 

CONSIDERING "THAT UNIVERSAL AND LASTING PEACE CAN BE 
ESTABLISHED ONLY IF IT IS BASED UPON SOCIAL JUSTICE ", AS 
PROCLAIMED IN THE CONSITUTION OF THE INTERNATIONAL LABOUR 
ORGANISATION, 

CONSIDERING THAT THE DECLARATION OF PHILADELPHIA SOLEMNLY 
PROCLAIMS THAT "ALL HUMAN BEINGS, IRRESPECTIVE OF RACE, CREED 
OR SEX HAVE THE RIGHT TO PURUSE BOTH THEIR MATERIAL WELL- 
BEING AND THEIR SPIRITUAL DEVELOPMENT IN CONDITIONS OF FREE- 
DOM AND DIGNITY", 
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CONSIDERING THAT THE RIGHT TO WORK, TO FREEDOM OF MOVE- 
MENT, TO EXPLOIT THE NATIONAL RESOURCES OF THE HOME COUNTRY 
AND TO EXERCISE JURISDICATION OVER ITS ENTIRE TERRITORY ARE 
INALIENABLE RIGHTS, RECOGNIZED BY THE UNIVERSAL DECLARATION 
OF HUMAN RIGHTS, BY THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY AND BY THE 
WORLD EMPLOYMENT CONFERENCE, 

CONSIDERING THAT IT IS THE DUTY OF THE INTERNATIONAL 
LABOUR ORGANISATION TO SAFEGUARD THOSE RIGHTS AND TO WORK 
TOWARDS THEIR REINFORCEMENT, 

RECALLING THAT THE INTERNATIONAL LABOUR CONFERENCE 
ADOPTED THE DISCRIMINATION (EMPLOYMENT AND OCCUPATION) 
CONVENTION, 1958 (NO. 111). 

RECALLING THAT THE WORLD EMPLOYMENT CONFERENCE RECOGNISED 
THE INALIENABLE RIGHT OF PEOPLES TO EXPLOIT THEIR OWN 
RESOURCES, 
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RECALLING THAT THE INTERNATIONAL LABOUR CONEERENCE 
AEFIRMED, IN THE RESOLUTION CONCERNING TRADE UNION RIGHTS AND 
THEIR RELATION TO CIVIL LIBERTIES, ADOPTED UNANIMOUSLY AT 
ITS 54TH SESSION, THAT WITHOUT NATIONAL INDEPENDENCE AND 
POLITICAL LIBERTY FULL AND GUINUIN TRADE UNION RIGHTS CANNOT 
EXIST, 

RECALLING EURTHER, THAT THE INTERNATIONAL LABOUR CON- 
EERENCE IN THE SAME RESOLUTION INVITED THE GOVERNING BODY OF 
THE ILO TO EXTEND AND EXPAND ITS EEFORTS TO ELIMINATE THE 
DISCRIMINATORY PRACTICES ON THE BASIS OF RACE, COLOUR, SEX, 
RELIGION, NATIONALITY, POLITICAL AND TRADE UNION OPINION 
WHICH STILL EXIST IN SEVERAL COUNTRIES INCLUDING COUNTRIES 
AND TERRITORIES UNDER A COLONIAL REGIME OR EOREIGN DOMINATION 
IN ANY EORM, 
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CONSIDERING THAT THE INTERNATIONAL LABOUR CONEERENCE HAS 
AT NUMEROUS SESSIONS ADOPTED RESOLUTIONS CONCERNING RACIAL 
DISCRIMINATION PRACTISED AGAINST INDIGENOUS POPULATIONS IN 
AERICAN TERRITORIES UNDER A COLONIAL REGIME OR EOREIGN DOMIN- 
TION AND IN WHICH THE CONDITIONS OE WORK, DISCRIMINATION AND 
EXPLOITATION OP NATURAL RESOURCES ARE SIMILAR TO THOSE SUPPERED 
BY THE PANAMANIAN WORKERS WHO ARE WORKING IN THE COLONIAL 
TERRITORY KNOWN AS THE CANAL ZONE, 

GRAVELY CONCERNED AT THE CONTINUING VIOLATION BY THE 
NORTH AMERICAN AUTHORITIES LOCATED IN THE CANAL ZONE OP THE 
WORKERS' RIGHTS AND CIVIL LIBERTIES OP PANAMANIAN CITIZENS 
AND DEEPLY CONCERNED AT THE DANGEROUS CONSEQUENCES DERIVING 
PROM THIS SITUATION; 

1. DECLARES THAT ALL COLONIAL OCCUPATION AND VIOLATION 

OP SOVEREIGNTY AND OP THE RIGHTS OP WORKERS WHO ARE NATIONALS 
OP THE COUNTRY CONSTITUTES A PERMANENT VIOLATION OP BASIC 
HUMAN RIGHTS AND IN PARTICULAR OF THE PRINCIPLE OF NON-DIS- 
CRIMINATION AND OF THE SOVEREIGNTY OF MEMBER STATES. 

2. CONDEMNS THE POLICY OP RACIAL DISCRIMINATION AND 
COLONIALISM PRACTISED BY THE NORTH AMERICAN AUTHORITIES IN 
THE CANAL ZONE, WHICH INPRINGES BASIC HUMAN RIGHTS AND THE 
RIGHT TO SOVEREIGNTY OF ALL PEOPLES. 

3. INVITES THE GOVERNING BODY OP THE INTERNATIONAL 
LABOUR OPPICE AND THE DIRECTOR-GENERAL: 

(A) TO USE ALL THE MEANS AVILABLE TO THE INTERNATIONAL 
LABOUR ORGANISATION WITH A VIEW TO PUTTING AN IMMEDIATE 
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END TO THSE VIOLATIONS AND DISCRIMINATORY PRACTISES. 

(B) TO ADOPT EVERY MEANS WHICH MAY GUARANTEE THE EQUALITY 
AND DIGNITY OE THE PANAMANIAN WORKERS IN THE TERRITORY 
KNOWN AS THE CANAL ZONE, 
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(C) TO ENSURE THE DISSEMINATION AMONG THE MEMBER STATES OE 
THE ORGANISATION OF INFORMATION REGARDING THE COLONIAL 
STATUS EXISTING IN THE CANAL ZONE AND THE DISCRIMINATION 
PRACTISED AGAINST PANAMANIAN WORKERS. 

4. REQUESTS THE DIRECTOR-GENERAL TO SUBMIT A SPECIAL 
REPORT ON THE APPLICATION OF THIS RESOLUTION TO AN EARLY 
SESSION OF THE CONFERENCE. END TEXT.SORENSON 
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